
 
 

Mishawaka High School Graduation 
Class of 2019  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE; June 6, 2019:  When the 142nd graduating class of 
Mishawaka High School takes the stage on Sunday, June 9 at 4:00 p.m., 338 students 
will receive their diplomas.  This year will be especially significant because it will be the 
first graduating class for Mishawaka High School’s Early College students and it will 
also be the final graduation ceremony for Principal Jerome Calderone.  
 
EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 
Mishawaka was the first high school in St. Joseph County to earn the prestigious Early 
College Distinction from The University of Indianapolis CELL.  The 60 Early College 
students who graduate on Sunday will not only receive a high school diploma but they 
will also collectively earn more than 1,500 college credits that equal a savings of more 
than  $500,000.00 in college tuition. 
 
“Most of these students will be starting college as sophomores,” said Jessica Mann, 
Dean of Students. They will graduate with less debt and start earning money sooner 
than the typical college student. Mishawaka offers a wide variety of dual credit courses 
from art to engineering.   “While we have 60 students graduating this year, these 
numbers are growing as students and their families see the success and the savings 
realized by our first Early College class,” said Mann.  
 
JEROME CALDERONE NAMED DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES AND 
STUDENT SERVICES FOR SCHOOL CITY OF MISHAWAKA 
Jerome Calderone is known by most everyone who lives in and around Mishawaka. 
Calderone grew up in Mishawaka’s Catholic schools and following his graduation from 
Marian High School, he played basketball and graduated from Bethel College with a 
degree in Business Education.  He has worked in administration at School City of 
Mishawaka on and off since 1995 when he began as the High School Boys Basketball 
Coach. For the past decade, Calderone has served as principal.  
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During this time Calderone and his administrative team have made continuous 
improvements at Mishawaka High School that have been recognized statewide.  
 

● MHS has earned an A or B grade from the IDOE every school year since 
2012-13. 

● MHS is recognized by AdvancED, an additional accreditation above and beyond 
state requirements, an accreditation very few schools in our area have  

● MHS graduation rate has gone from 79.5% in 2011-2012 to 91.3% in 2017-2018 
● MHS became the first Early College High School in St. Joseph County  

 
Beyond the Numbers 
 
A 20-year English teacher, Jeff Halicki, says he has never wanted to leave MHS 
because of Calderone’s shared leadership approach, and his willingness to allow 
teachers to teach.  “Jerome is a great believer in Advisory Classes which pair a class of 
about 25 students to 1 teacher mentor,” said Halicki.  These groups stay together for all 
four years so students form meaningful relationships with the teachers and with each 
other. “At the same time, we have formed great partnerships with businesses, 
organizations, colleges, and universities.  We have so much to offer students, but with a 
safe and small school feel,” said Halicki. 
 
Suzie Dolembo, a 15-year Math teacher agrees.  Both teachers have been on the 
School Improvement Team with Calderone for over a decade.  
“Jerome sincerely values and trusts our input, so much that he allows teachers to drive 
the improvement at MHS. He doesn’t delegate - he shares the leadership with us, and 
remains totally involved in the process.”  
 
As of July 1, John Ross, Associate Principal of Mishawaka High School, will take over 
the top job from Calderone. Calderone will still oversee Mishawaka High School, as well 
as School City of Mishawaka’s Middle School and 7 elementary schools, in his new 
administrative position. 
 
Commencement 2019 is  4:00 p.m. on Sunday.  You must have a ticket to get in.  If 
you can’t attend or have friends or relatives out of town, watch the ceremony 
LIVE  on the Mishawaka Network Youtube channel.  Click here to subscribe now 
and you will receive a reminder when the program is about to begin.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FHAAu_vy-8

